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GREEK κόμμι: ITS ULTIMATE ORIGIN 
AND IMPLICATIONS FOR AFRO-ASIATIC PREHISTORY

by

G Á B O R  TA K Á C S

Dedicated to Mr. Zsolt Márkus  
and the workers  
of the Vitál Ltd. with gratitude1

ABSTRACT: In this paper2, two decades after my first attempt3 at examining this etymological 
puzzle, I attempt to trace down the ultimate etymology of the Greek-Latin term, the source of our 

1	 With the warmest recollections about my extremely intensive bike tours around and through 
our immense and miraculous Lake Balaton (Lacus Pelso of the Roman times) between summer 2008 
and spring 2019, when – esp. in the early phase of my adventures – I experienced several interactions, so 
to say, between the tyre of my bike (called in the slang of my mother tongue simply ‘gum’) and the tiny 
acacia thorns so abundant esp. on the so-called high coasts of B.Aliga and B.Világos in the Kajár Bay. 
I  owe lots of thanks to the bike repairing workshop of Mr. Zsolt Kovács for their immeasurable techni-
cal assistance in that period. This paper, starting from the puzzling Afro-Asiatic etymon of Greek κόμμι, 
will touch upon, by pure chance, the history of all these three terms in our Afro-Asiatic macrofamily, 
i.e., beside the gum, eventually also the acacia and the thorn. It is here that I must remember Mr. Zsolt 
Márkus, my good old playmate from my childhood in the 1980s (Székesfehérvár, Hungary), to whom 
my paper is equally dedicated with my heartfelt recollections of our unforgettable joint bike exploration 
tours where this kind of threat of acacia thorns had not yet been menacing. 

2	 I am greatly indebted to Prof. Krzysztof Tomasz Witczak (Department of Classical Phi-
lology, University of Łódz) for encouraging and supporting me to successfully apply for the ARR 
grant of his home university, in the frames of which this study has been completed, as well as 
for drawing my attention to a possible outlet for it in this issue of the journal “Eos”. I am also 
grateful to Prof. Jakub Pigoń for amiably receiving the ideas of an Oriental etymologist. My true 
thanks go to Mr. Zsolt Márkus and Mr. Richard Toth (B.Ederics-Külsőhegy, Hungary) for both 
of their unselfish technical support and assistance, without which this paper could not have been 
completed in early 2021. It is here that I must thankfully remember my long consultations with 
Dr.  Bernhard Koehler (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main, Institut für Afrikanistik) in Jan.–
Feb. 2020, upon whose encouragement I soon began attending the rich libraries of the Frobenius-
Institut für kulturanthropologische Forschung and of  the Archaeological Institute, where my inten-
sive research has made me basically acquianted with the recent archaeological achievements on 
Holocene Sahara and the Natufian. I am also grateful to Mrs. Patsy Santos (B.Ederics-Külsőhegy, 
Hungary), Prof. em. D.  Appleyard (Abergavenny, Wales), Prof. em. G. Hudson (Ann Arbor, 
USA), Dr. W.G.E.  Watson (Morpeth, UK) for their friendly favour of reading the draft version 
of  the paper and improving its English style.

3	 G. Takács, Proto-Afro-Asiatic Origin of “Gum”?, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and 
African Studies LXIII 2000, pp. 96–99.


