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ABSTRACT: The article addresses the question of the Muses’ presence in mythographic writ-
ings. The paper considers the ways in which mythographic descriptions differ from literary referenc-
es to the Muses, and the impact that mythographic practice has had on the image of the goddesses.
The analyses progress from a general evaluation to a more detailed examination of specific exam-
ples. The central analysis considers the portrayal of the Muses in the works of Cicero, Diodoros,
Apollodoros and Hyginus, and highlights the impact of mythographic variation on the configuration
of the Muses. The conclusions emphasise the significant role of mythographic works in shaping the
representation of the Muses, while also pointing to notable differences between this portrayal and
that found in literary, and especially poetic traditions.
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Mythography and the Muses is quite a surprising combination. It seems that
the goddesses of inspiration have not particularly interested scholars collect-
ing and studying mythical material. Where is there room for poetic invocations
to the Muses, a set of epithets and descriptions of the chorus of the goddesses
dancing and singing to the accompaniment of Apollo in a mythological com-
pendium? It is certainly an interesting set of data, important for a literary his-
torian, but is it of any significance in the study of myths? The objective of this
paper is to demonstrate that this approach is erroneous for two reasons. First,
mythography is a phenomenon broader and more interesting than we usually
assume. Second, the Muses also had their mythological lives, which we often
tend to forget.

Let us begin with a question: why mythography? In recent years, interest in
ancient mythographic literature has grown significantly. One piece of evidence
the edition of the Oxford Handbook of Greek and Roman Mythography (2022).
The number of publications on Greek and Roman mythographers has increased
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