Eos CXII 2025
ISSN 0012-7825
DOL: 10.34616/¢.2025.79.87

THE SUEBIAN RETREAT: CAESAR’S OFT-OVERLOOKED
USE OF THE SUEBI IN COMMENTARII DE BELLO GALLICO®

by

MICHAL HABAJ

ABSTRACT: The present study examines Caesar’s portrayal of the Suebian retreat in his Com-
mentarii de bello Gallico, a dimension of his narrative that has received relatively limited attention
within the broader context of the work. I argue that Caesar’s depiction of the Suebian retreat not
only underscores his strategic and military acumen but also serves to reinforce his broader Roman-
Germanic narrative. In doing so, it forms part of Caesar’s literary strategy to assert both Roman
authority and his personal command on the Rhine frontier.
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Hoc proelio trans Rhenum nuntiato Suebi, qui ad ripas Rheni venerant,
domum reverti coeperunt.

When this battle was reported across the Rhine, the Suebi, who had
reached the banks of the river, began to return home.

(BGall. 1.54.1")

[...] hunc esse delectum medium fere regionum earum quas Suebi
obtinerent.

[...] this place was chosen because it was roughly in the middle of the
land that the Suebi inhabit.

(BGall. 4.19.3)

[...] Suebos omnes, posteaquam certiores nuntii de exercitu Romanorum
venerint, cum omnibus suis sociorumque copiis, quas coegissent,
penitus ad extremos fines se recepisse [...]
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