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ABSTRACT: The article offers a new interpretation of two well-known and much-discussed
sexual graffiti from Pompeii: CIL 4.1410 and CIL 4.5187. As the textual variants and emendations
considered so far provide little assistance, a context-based approach is applied in both cases, leading
to hypothetical inferences. The first graffito alludes to the symbolism of the sea of love and Venus
(navigatio amoris), conveying the passionate experiences of a pair of lovers. The second graffito
may be read as a peculiarly phrased sexual boast, for which some literary parallels can be found
in Martial’s satirical epigrams.
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I. CIL 4.1410

The well-known and much discussed CIL 4.1410 (Naples Archaeological
Museum, Inv. 4694) was found on a wall in a room adjacent to the entrance
of House VI1.7.6 in Pompeii. Unusually, it was intentionally inscribed around an
existing nail, positioned beside a fresco depicting a serpent entwined around
a sceptre:

Venus enim / plagiaria / est: quia exsanguni / meum petit, / in vies
[=viis] tumultu(m) / pariet; optet sibi, ut bene / naviget, / Ario sua
r(ogat?).'

In the standard translation by A. VARONE, it reads:

I would like to thank two anonymous reviewers of Eos for their comments and sugges-
tions, which helped me to revise the manuscript.
" For references see GIGANTE 1979: 205-209, VARONE 1994: 25-26 and n. 16, SoLIN 2017:
273, SOLIN et al. 2021: 1658-1659. See also — most importantly — MAGALDI 1931, MArURI 1948 (for
Venus Plagiaria: pp. 162-164), GUARINO 1980.



