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ABSTRACT: This text presents model career paths for people who began their public service 
with the rank of military tribune (tribunus militum). Distinct career trajectories emerged based on 
the type of tribunate (laticlavius or angusticlavius) and the social origin of the tribune. Despite these 
differences, both paths ultimately aimed towards the same goal: attaining a consulship.
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This article is the fifth in a series dedicated to the senatorial careers of former 
military tribunes of the Severan period. In the previous four articles (published 
in Eos),1 I identified and analysed biographical entries for 123 such senators 
(ordo, origo, and cursus honorum). My in-depth analysis covered the circum-
stances and consequences of their being awarded a tribunate, the special distinc-
tions received by tribunes (such as dona militaria, adlectiones, and commen-
dationes Augusti), the higher military commands they held (including legatus 
legionis, praepositus, and dux), and the impact of the military tribunate on their 
later appointments to praetorian and consular governorships in provinces with 
or without the presence of  legions. I also addressed the key research questions 
of how to define a vir militaris and whether the Roman army was commanded 
by dilettantes. 

In this article, I aim to present and compare two models of careers: the sen-
atorial model (tribuni laticlavii) and the equestrian–senatorial model (tribuni 
angusticlavii). I have developed these models based on analyses of all known 

1	 Okoń 2019, 2020, 2021, 2023. 


